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“I then worked the summer (of 2004) as a guitar technician for 

The Matches on the Warped Tour, 

and played at small stages here and there when I could,” Smallen 
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“I spend a few weeks trying to figure out exactly what makes him or her so damn inspiring until 

someone else comes along and 

makes that artist look like a hack,” Smallen said. “I get inspired in lots of different ways, but most of my inspirations don’t make it into complete song form. I usually take 

situations from my own life and 

the lives of those around me and attempt to strain out bits of truth, 
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”

Smallen lists Nirvana, Weezer, The Smashing Pumpkins, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, Rancid and 

Radiohead as some of his favorite 

artists.

“(Those musicians are) the ones 


