
the Renaissance Scholars program launched last 
year as the second program in the state designed 
to help former foster youth. Since its inauguration 
at CSUEB, 17 different University of California 
and California State University campuses have 
started or will be soon starting a version of the 
program on their campus, said the program’s 
director, Kevin Bristow.

The program gives fi nancial assistance and 
other services to 10 former foster youth enrolled 
in CSUEB each year, with Blincoe being a mem-
ber of the initial cohort established in fall 2006. 
The program currently helps 19 students and is 
planning on adding 10 more in the fall.

“I think it will defi nitely help us—even the 
fi rst ones in the program—and help disprove the 
statistics,” Blincoe said. “College is hard, even 
for people who do have a family.”

Blincoe now lives in San Leandro because it 
took her four hours to get from campus to her 
home in Oakland. After class, or after a shift 
at her job in the Pioneer Bookstore, she would 
switch off bus and BART rides to pick up her 
daughter and get home.

It comes as no surprise that housing is one of 
the main concerns for Blincoe, who has been a 
huge advocate for on-campus housing for single 
moms. She periodically lived in group homes 
while in foster care, but she said she didn’t like 
it because the foster parents played favorites 
with all the children. Blincoe, who was put in 
foster care after her brother and sister entered 
the system, also recalls the lack of freedom she 
had during those two years before college—they 
even put locks on the refrigerators.

She loves taking care of her daughter while 
attending college but also can’t help but feel 


